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Dear MAFE Members, 
 
    On behalf of the MAFE Board 
of Directors, I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank every-
one who attended our 125th An-
nual Michigan Association of 
Fairs and Exhibitions Convention 
in Grand Rapids. 
    Thanks to many of you who 
played a vital role in providing 
assistance with workshops and 
our table topic discussions, our 
attendees left this year’s conven-
tion better armed to make our 
events more successful in spite of 
the tough challenges that we are 
all facing.     

    We are already beginning 
work on next year’s Convention; 
if you have ideas or thoughts on 
how we can improve, do not 
hesitate to contact the MAFE 
Office. 
 
    While EJ Brown, your Board 
of Directors, and our Lobbyists 
work conscientiously to impress 
the importance of Michigan’s 
fairs and festivals upon our Leg-
islators, it is also reassuring to 
know that you, the backbone of 
our industry, are strengthened in 
your resolve to ensure the suc-
cess of our fairs with or without 
governmental support. 

    As I’m sure you will agree, the 
current state of our State is some-
times confusing and often puz-
zling, considering the significant 
role that agriculture currently 
plays in Michigan’s economy.    
    We are hopeful that in coming 
years our states Legislators will 
recognize the importance of agri-
culture in our state’s rich heri-
tage, while concurrently identify-
ing the many varied ways in 
which agriculture can play a vital 
role in supercharging a vibrant 
economy for Michigan’s future. 
 
    Wishing you much deserved 
success this year, 
 
Christian Miller CFE 
President 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT by Christian Miller CFE  
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IAFE Zone 3 
Spring Conference 

 
 Over 50 people enjoyed hospital-
ity of the MAFE hosting Zone 3 
Spring Conference in Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan March 5-7, 2010 at 
the    Amway Grand Plaza. 
    Registration started at 1:30 pm. 
Opening Session consisted of 
Christian Miller, CFE and Presi-
dent of the MAFE along with 
Cindy Hoye, 2010 chair of IAFE 
Zone 3.        
    Sessions on Animal Welfare 
and Animal Rights was also pre-
sented by Dennis Rudat, Michi-

gan Farm Bureau 
    A delicious meal was enjoyed 
at the Kent County Youth Fair 
grounds in Lowell at the end of 
the day put on by their Youth 
group. 
    On Saturday programs on 
Insurance and Media Relations 
along with a tour of the backside 
operations of DeVos Place Con-
vention Center and Amway 
Grand Plaza Hotel Kitchen.  The 
evening was on your own for 
those that wanted to attend the 
many things available in Grand 
Rapids.  Sunday IAFE gave an 

update and round tables were 
enjoyed for all until noon when 
the Conference adjourned. 
    Thank you to all our sponsors 
for their donations for helping   
make our  out-of-state guests so 
welcome to Michigan.; especially  
Tim Nelson of the Grand Rapids 
Kent County Convention &  
Visitors Bureau. 
    The 2011 Zone 3 Spring Con-
ference of the IAFE will be in 
Indiana. 
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GOT TALENT Contest  
 
(MIDLAND, MI) “Be part of the All New 
Michigan Antique Festival's "Got Talent Con-
test"! $1,000 Grand Prize, $400.00 for 2 nd 
place and $200 3 rd place prize!   
    We are looking for the best amateur sing-
ers in the Midwest! 
    The Contest will be held at the Michigan 
Antique & Collectible Festival on: 

June 5th and 6th. 
 
    “There is an incredible amount of talent in 
the Michigan, and we want to celebrate that 
talent at our festival. Whether it is pop, country, 
or bluegrass, solos or duets. 
     We invite you to submit your demo via 
email before May 20th.” Lori Oberlin, the 
festival's promoter, emphasized that all ages 
and musical formats are accepted, and that 
music must be family friendly. 
    For a complete listing of the contest rules 
and additional information, go to 
www.miantiquefestival.com. 
    Accepted applicants will be contacted with 
their appearance times. 
    All guests at the festival will be able to watch 
the contestants and in turn will be the ones to 
vote the best acts into the "Winners Circle."  
Support by friends, relatives, and just lovers of 
good music will be vitally important during 
these two days of talent! 
    All contestants will be showcasing their 

individual talents on Saturday, with the final 
contestants being invited back for the $1000 
G r a n d  P r i z e  o n  S u n d a y . 
    Besides the enormous amount of entertain-
ment, the Michigan Antique Festival will still 
have their normal schedule. 
     Over 1000 Antique & Collectible Dealers, 
Classic car Show with DJ, the 4-Sale lots and 
Swap Meet, Speciality areas for Collectors of 
Sports memorabilia, Coins, and Stamps. 
     As well as a new area with a Video game 
and Pinball Machine Auction. Don't miss the 
'Taste of Michigan' Tent, where you can sam-
ple some of Michigan's finest agriculture prod-
ucts. 
    Now in its 42nd year, the Michigan Antique 
and Collectible Festival is a destination event, 
and a major influx to the central Michigan 
economy. 
     Thousands of vendors, shoppers, browsers, 
and even entertainers gather at the 80 acre 
complex for an incredible weekend of fun.  
 
    The Michigan Antique and Collectible Festi-
val. Held at the Midland County Fairgrounds. 
6905 Eastman Ave., Midland, MI 48642. Sat-
urday 8am-6pm, & Sunday 8am-4pm. 
2010 Dates: 
       June 5-6, July 24-25, and Sept. 25-26 
 
    Demos should be submitted to Michi-
ganAntiqueFestival@gmail.com 
or mailed to: Michigan Antique Festival  
P.O.Box 370  Union Lake, MI 48387 

Multi-Prize Raffle Winners  
3 Great Winners 

3. Bose Sound System Radio 
Jeff Dawson, Croswell 
2. 32” LCD HDTV  

Tom Nelson, West Branch 
1. Electric Golf Cart  

Donna Wojtysiak, Emmett 

Mike Zimmerman heard a quote the other day that rings so true. 

&����������
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author unknown 
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    A proposal to reduce mail delivery to five days 
a week took another step closer to reality, with a 
Web site announcing details coming soon. The 
United States Postal Service (USPS) Board of 
Governors approved management’s request to 
move forward with its five-day delivery proposal 
and to file a request for an advisory opinion with 
the Postal Regulatory Commission (PRC) 
tomorrow. 
    That comes on the heels of an announcement 
that the USPS will seek rate hikes for 2011. 
A Web site to provide customers with the details 
of the proposal will include a special section 
telling business mailers how to manage a change 
in delivery. The site is www.usps.com/
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s / f i v e - d a y d e l i v e r y  . 
    The five-day delivery proposal is part of a 
larger plan, “Delivering the Future,” announced 
March 2, which includes legislative and regula-
tory changes needed to give the Postal Service the 
flexibility to make necessary business decisions 
in a timely manner, including the prefunding of 
retiree health benefits, pricing and delivery fre 
quency. 
    In a survey by The NonProfit Times last 
spring, nearly 88 percent of the 729 charity ex-
ecutives who responded said cutting Saturdays 
would hurt the organizations least, followed by 
Wednesday (5.3 percent) and Tuesday (4 per-
cent). Nonprofit executives said cutting Monday 
delivery would hurt the most with 67.1 percent, 
followed by Friday (15.8 percent) and Tuesday 
(9.3 percent). 
    Two of the plan’s key proposals require Con-
gressional action: a restructuring of the payment 
schedule the Postal Service is required to make to 
prefund retiree health benefits, and the elimina-
tion of existing language mandating mail delivery 
six days a week. 

 
    Mail volume is projected to fall from 177 
billion in 2009 to 150 billion by 2020, led by a 
37-percent drop in First Class mail. Revenue 
from First Class is projected to drop from the 51 
percent it contributes today to about 35 percent 
in 2020. “The more First Class mail goes away, 
the less profitable mail becomes,” Conway said. 
Even with $123 billion in projected savings as a 
result of these various initiatives, the USPS 
would still face a $115-billion shortfall in 10 
years. 
     As part of its 10-year business plan, the 
USPS will propose “a modest exigent price 
increase” effective next year, among other ini-
tiatives to address a projected $238-billion 
shortfall in 10 years. The USPS had announced 
in October that postage rates would remain 
unchanged in 2010. 
     How much that “modest” increase will be 
next year has not been determined. But if the 
public representative for the Postal Regulatory 
Commission (PRC) is any indication, it could be 
anywhere from 3 to 11 percent.  
    In comments on the Annual Compliance 
Report (ACR), Kenneth Richardson suggests 
that across-the-board rate hikes are necessary 
this month and again in April 2011 to meet the 
Postal Service’s legal requirement to break 
even. Not doing so violates the Postal Account-
ability and Enforcement Act of 2006 (PAEA). 
“If…the PRC finds the collective rates are not in 
compliance with the policies of PAEA, the rates 
are unlawful,” and the legislation directs the 
PRC to order the Postal Service to take action. 
 
This article is from NPT Weekly, a publication of The NonProfit 
Times; March 29, 2010 

���	�.��	�!�
    On April 17, at their Spring meeting 
held in Alpena, the members of Zone 5 
elected Shawn O’Dell of Gaylord as 
Zone 5 Director. 
    Alpena County Fair hosted the Spring 
meeting with a delicious lunch and a 
few snow flurries. 
Shawn currently serves as Vice-
President of the Otsego County Fair.   
    Shawn is also involved with many 
committees with his Fair such as: the 
Car Show, Finance, Entertainment 
Stage, Sound, Relay for Life, Carnival, 
Commercial Building, Outdoor Ven-
dors, Livestock Auction, Lawn Mower 
Races, Polish Night and the Modified 
Tractor/  
Pick-up Pulls.   
    Please welcome Shawn and his wife, 
Jennifer, to the MAFE Board of Direc-
tors. Shawn will fill-out Ken Bell’s term 
which runs through January, 2012. 
 
    Ken Bell submitted his resignation as 
Zone 5 Director effective March 26, 
2010. Ken worked hard and communi-
cated well with the folks in Zone 5. 
    He and Nancy, I believe, has visited 
all the member fairs in Zone 5; even 
though some occurred during the same 
week as the Ogemaw County Fair.  
Ken—Thank you time and effort. 
    Since that time, Ken has had some 
serious health problems and is home 
recovering. He  still has yet to regain his 
eyesight. Please keep Ken in your 
thoughts and prayers. 
    Those wishing to drop Ken a card, his 
address is: 
                  Ken Bell 
                  437 Oyster Rd 

���	�
��	�!�
Kent County Youth Fair hosted the 
April 20 Spring meeting in Sparta. 
    Ron Wenger, Zone 3 Director, dis-
cussion was held pertaining to Harness 
racing at county fairs, music royalties 
and background checks to name a few. 
Smoking legislation was discussed and 
the possible impact it would have to 
fairgrounds. It was suggested that you 
talk with your local health inspectors or 
v i s i t  t h e  s t a t e  w e b s i t e  a t : 
     www.michigan.gov/smokefreelaw 
    Terry Bonnell attended both as a 
member of the Ottawa County Fair and 
as treasurer of IAFE. Terry was elected 
to the IAFE board in December 2010. 

   2010 MAFE Convention 

                Keynote Speaker 
    The picture shows Baxter Black sign-
ing this donated book upside down and 
giving it to MAFE Zone 6 Director Mike 
Zimmerman just prior to the 2010 MAFE 
Annual Meeting.   
    Baxter Black signing one of his books 
with an inspirational. 
    This autographed book was presented 
to Veterinarian Clint Groover at the 
January  Chippewa County Fair Board 
Meeting for his 37 years of supporting 
the tri-county area and especially  the 
Chippewa County Fair.  

MAFE’s 125th Convention Fireworks 
    A Big Bang Thank you for the fireworks display on Saturday evening 
goes out to Melrose Pyrotechnics Inc and Mike VanLoo. What a fantastic 
show that closed out MAFE’s 125th Annual Convention over the Grand 
River. We also need to acknowledge our appreciation to the City of Grand 
Rapids and all the agencies involved in allowing and working with the 
MAFE and Melrose Pyrotechnics to have this display of Fireworks. Not 
to be overlooked is Mr. Tim Nelson and the staff of the Grand Rapids 
Kent County Convention and Visitors Bureau certainly needs a Big 
Thank You for their assistance in helping with the Fireworks display and 
working through the permits. The effort by everyone truly sets an exam-
ple of why Grand rapids is the premiere destination for the MAFE to 
partner with such a progressive city. 

2010 Chair 
of IAFE 

Cynthia Hoye, executive 
director of the Indiana 
State Fair, was elected 
the 2010 chair of the 
International Associa-
tion of Fairs and Exposi-
tions (IAFE) December 
3, 2009, during the final 
business session of the 
119th IAFE Annual 
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$500.00 - Don Smrecak & 
                Richard Russell 
$100.00 - Bill McKinney 
$100.00 - Michael Melenbrink 
$100.00 - Peggy Reid 
$100.00 - Shiawassee County Fair 
$100.00 - Carl Morrison 
$500.00 - Mid America Shows 
$100.00 - Karen McConnell 
$100.00 - Kathy Richardson 
$100.00 - Ken & Karen Klug 
$100.00 - Roger Hansen 
$100.00 - Steve Cramer 
$1,000.00 - Mid America Shows 
$2,000.00 - Super Kicker Rodeo 
$10,000.00 - Dennis Zandarski & 
                      Ken Klug 
        Congratulations to all! 

���	�/��	�! �
 

    The Monroe County Fair hosted the April 26 
Spring meeting for Zone 2 at their fairgrounds 
with good food and warm hospitality. 
   Discussion was held regarding: 
1.Smoking legislation  
2.Michigan’s Concessionaire’s tax  
3.Homemaker of the Year Committee 
   a. Monroe 
   b. Fowlerville 
   c. Oakland 
4.Fair’s with historical museums 
5.Parades during your Fair 
6.How much premiums being paid 
    Fowlerville volunteered to host the Fall 2010 
meeting, date to be determined. 

���	�4��	�! �
 
Huron Community Fair hosted the April 21 
Spring meeting for Zone 4. We certainly en-
joyed the hospitality and meal that the Fair 
board provided. 
    This is the first time that we Huron has 
hosted a Zone meeting for as long as any one 
could remember. Thank You, great job. 
Topics discussed were: 
Premiums—who is paying what 
Smoking legislation 
Harness racing dates 
MSU Extension & 4-H  changes 
Ralph Iden, WLEW Radio, Thumb Broadcast-
ing, presented their a summer saturation vaca-
tion advertising package. Ralph & WLEW 
works hard promoting the Thumb area for our 
fairs, special events and tourism. 

��������5�-	��!����"	�2	��
��

Ag Budget 
 
HB 5875 
HB 5875, the Executive Budget Bill, was introduced in late February.  Currently, there is no budgeted line 
item for fairs premiums or building and track improvements.  There is a line item amounting to 
$1,019,100 for purses and supplements.  The sub H-3 passed the House on 3/25/10.  The Senate passed 
version S-1 and the bill was laid over for one day before going to the House for concurrence.   
    A momentary snafu occurred late last month in a supplemental bill, HB 5407, which removed $308, 
688 from the purses and supplements – fairs /licensed tracks portion of the Ag budget.  The bill was then 
pushed through the House.  The Senate then fixed the problem by taking the funds from the appropriate 
line item.  The Senate version was concurred in the House and the Governor signed the enrolled bill. 
 
SB 955-958 
This package of bills passed out of the Senate Agriculture and Bioeconomy Committee on October 29.  
The package abolishes the office of the racing commissioner and places all of the duties under the Direc-
tor of the Dept of Ag.  SB 955-957 passed on the Senate floor, but SB 958 has not yet been voted on.  
Since all of the legislation is tie-barred, nothing will become effective until the entire package passes both 
houses.  SB 958 was referred to committee on 3/2/2010. 
 
HB 4970 
This bill is sponsored by Rep. Walsh and would allow a parent/guardian to sign a waiver for a minor 
participating in recreational activity organized by a nongovernmental, nonprofit organization.  The term 
"recreational activity" means "active participation in a recreational sport" and the bill amends the Estates 
and Protected Individuals Code.  Currently, under common law, parents cannot waive a child's right to 
claims for damages when injury is sustained.  The issue is currently under judicial review.  The release 
would not hamper a claim if gross negligence is found.  Sub H-2 was adopted and the matter referred to 
second reading of bills on 3/10/10. 
 
HB 5059 
This was introduced by Re. Marie Donigan, would allow local units of government to assess up to a 50 
cent tax per drink on alcohol served within their jurisdictions. Voters in the governmental unit would have 
to approve such a measure by popular vote during a regularly scheduled state election. 
 
HB 5121 
Rep. Haugh introduced this legislation to increase license fees for charitable gaming.  The fee increases 
per license are minimal.  This legislation passed the House and was referred to Senate committee on Com-
merce and Tourism.  Subsequently, HB 5121 was discharged from this committee and referred to the 
Committee on Economic Development and Regulatory Reform. 
 
HB 5604 
The bill was introduced by Rep. Cushingberry and enacts a tax on certain types of entertainment.  The 
introduced legislation exempts state, county, local, and agricultural fairs.  This legislation has not moved 
since it was introduced in November of last year, and I don't believe it will move in regular session. 
 
HB 5898 
Legislation introduced by Rep. Bill Rogers. The legislation authorizes the Department of Management 
and Budget to designate a Michigan State Fair.  This bill is still in committee. 
 
HB 5837 
Legislation introduced exempting a "cottage food operation" from licensing and inspection. 
 
HB 5843 
Legislation introduced that will exempt honey produced by "hobbykeepers" from licensing. 
 
HB 6104 
Legislation that will reduce business tax rates from 4.95% to 4.5% after 12/31/10. 

�����������������6	
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���� Joe & Bill Skerbeck announced at the MAFE Convention in January that they have purchased a 
Vertigo ride from A.R.M. Manufacturing of Wintersville, Oh.  
    They will take delivery of this piece in April, and it will primarily travel on Bill’s unit. 
    They also acquired a Stinson 165 band organ as a customer amenity that will be on Joe’s unit.  
    New in 2010, Joe’s unit will play the Clare County Fair in Harrison after  34 year absence. 
Joe reports the show previously played Harrison from 1958 to 1976.  
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    Impact to county fairs & festivals should be minimal; depending on who owns the property and if the 
owner has their own policy regarding smoking.  
    In general, all livestock barns have been and will continue to be No Smoking. Food concessions, build-
ings and other areas that serve food will be No Smoking. 
    Distance: There is no specific distance requirement in state legislation that people are required to be 
from a food service establishment to be able to smoke. However, it is recommended that smoking not be 
allowed at entrances or other areas that may allow smoke to infiltrate the establishment. There may be 
local regulations that require a distance smokers can be from businesses that are not licensed as food 
service establishments. 
    Signage location: “No Smoking” signs or the international “no smoking” symbol must be clearly and 
conspicuously posted at all entrances (front, side and/or rear). Additionally, signs must be posted at other 
areas where smoking is prohibited which may include patios, rooftops, outdoor tables and other areas 
where foods and/or beverages are intended to be served and/or consumed. 
    For mobile food units and special transitory food units, this is typically at the entrance and/or food 
preparation areas of the unit. Due to the varied nature of temporary food establishments, the local health 
departments will work with the individual vendors and festival coordinators to determine non smoking 
areas.  
 
Where is smoking prohibited in a restaurant? 
Smoking is not allowed in any indoor areas as well as outdoor areas such as patios or rooftops where 
patrons are intended to receive service or consume food, beverages, or both. 
    The confusion seems to be with: “…as well as outdoor areas such as patios or rooftops where patrons 
are intended to receive service or consume food, beverages, or both.” I will try to use some examples to 
clarify the issue. 
    A restaurant has an outdoor patio supplied with tables and chairs, and the wait staff provides service to 
this area. This is a smoke free area, and must have signs posted. 
    A bar has an outdoor patio, and they choose to make this a “smoking area”. If they have a license from 
the liquor control division to serve alcoholic beverages on that patio, the licensee must write a letter of 
cancellation of their outdoor service area to the Liquor Control Division and have that patio removed from 
their license. 
    Food or drinks are NOT allowed in a “smoking area” and they might want to post a sign with that infor-
mation.  
    There should also be no infiltration of smoke into the establishment. 
    A question was asked regarding if tables and chairs would be allowed in these smoking areas. There is 
nothing in the law that would prevent having tables and chairs in this area, so they would be allowed. 
    Would food or beverages be allowed to be taken to a smoking hut located outside of the food establish-
ment? No 
    A fenced off area of the side yard was mentioned? See the previous guidance for smoking areas. 
 
Some McDonald’s restaurants have an area in front of the establishment with tables provided. Is this area 
considered to be smoke free? 
    Back to the definition: Where is smoking prohibited in a restaurant? Smoking is not allowed in any 
indoor areas as well as outdoor areas such as patios or rooftops where patrons are intended to receive 
service or consume food, beverages, or both. 
    The statement “where patrons are intended to receive service or consume food, beverages, or both” was 
carefully worded by the workgroup to define areas containing tables and seating that are provided BY 
THE LICENSED FACILITY for the purpose of providing an area, on their premise, where customers 
could eat and/or drink the foods purchased at the licensed facility. 
    Since McDonalds provided this area for their customers, the area would be considered part of the food 
service establishment and be smoke free.  Signs should be posted in these areas. 
 
    What about temporary food licenses? Are they covered under P.A. 188? 
Yes. Smoking would be prohibited in the licensed area. A “NO SMOKING” sign should be posted in 
these areas. There is a no-smoking template on the MDCH website that could be easily printed on a piece 
of paper that the licensee could post. 
    If the licensee provided tables and chairs for their customers, these 
areas would be considered smoke-free areas.  
    What if violations of P.A. 188 are found when licensing a temporary food establishment? 
    The LHD inspectors might consider carrying a few brochures or other information regarding the re-
quirements of the law. You would want to provide education during the inspection, and try to achieve 
compliance. The smoke free air law is not considered a critical violation, but 
should be written as part of the inspection. If the event lasts longer than 5 days, you would want to contact 
the person in charge within the 5 days to determine if compliance was achieved. If these violations con-
tinue to occur after the 5 days, or at subsequent events, enforcement might be considered. 
 
    A good website link is: www.michigan.gov/smokefreelaw  
We would encourage you to visit this website and especially the Educational Materials section for the 
Smoke Free law Presentations for Businesses and Community. You could view these at committee and/or 
board meetings.  
    You may want to meet with your local health inspectors to review any questions of local concerns. The 
MAFE would also like to hear your questions and answers you receive from local health to make sure the 
smoking legislation is being interpreted the same across the State of Michigan. 
    Michigan is the 38th state to go smoke free. Local health is not here to write violations. They will be 
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     MAFE Members & your Board were 
able to visit with Legislators in Lansing on 
May 5. Appointments were in 15 minute 
intervals in which we tried to inform them 
of the economic impact of county fairs have 
to their local communities. 
    Along, with youth development, promot-
ing and educating the public of the impor-
tance of agriculture to Michigan’s economy. 
    The following is list of Legislators that 
we met with or staff members: 
Senators: 
Jason Allen 
Jim Barcia 
Patricia Birkholz 
Mike Bishop 
Cameron Brown 
Nancy Cassis 
Alan Cropsey 
John Gleason 
Tupac Hunter 
Gilda Jacobs 
Mark Jansen 
Roger Kahn 
Michelle McManus 
Dennis Olshove 
Randy Richardville 
Martha Scott 
Buzz Thomas 
Gerald Van Woerkom  
Gretchen Whitmer 
Representatives: 
Vicki Barnett 
Darwin Booher 
Brian Calley 
Kevin Daley 
Fred Durhal 
John Espinoza 
Robert Genetski 
Jennifer Haase 
Gail Haines 
Richard Hammel 
Geoff Hansen 
Dave Hildenbrand 
Mike Huckleberry 
Shanelle Jackson 
Ken Kurtz 
Mike Lahti 
Richard LeBlanc 
Matt Lori 
Jeff Mayes 
Gary McDowell 
Chuck Moss 
Judy Nerat 
John Proos 
Joel Sheltrown 
Doug Spade 
Sharon Tyler 
Mary Valentine 
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Can you identify this young man? 
Send your response to: 
          mifairs@yahoo.com or  
MAFE, PO Box 127, Munger MI 48747 
 
Look for his name in the next newsletter. 
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Tracy & Debbie Elloitt are pleased to an-
nounce the recent inking of a contract with the 
Eaton County Fair in Charlotte for 2010. They 
are also currently seeking new equipment for 
this year to add to their 20 ride show. The 
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     Peggy & Tony Anderson has grown from 9 
to 11 rides. They recently acquired an Eli 
Ferris Wheel and a High Lite Merry Go 
Round, as well as a new generator. In their 
third season, Tony & Peggy continue to build 
a route and also book rides in with other 
shows. 
     Throughout the summer. According to 
Tony, new events for the Anderson’s unit this 
year include the Eaton Rapids St Peter Parish 
Festival in May, the Munger Potato Festival in 
July and the Cheeseburger Festival in August.    
     Schmidt Amusements opened the 2010 
season on January 22 at the outdoor Tip Up 
Town Festival at Houghton Lake. The show 
provided six rides, food concessions and 
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    I hope that everyone enjoyed the 125th MAFE convention this year.  Some may have 
been a little late because of the roads but the weather man seems to have control of fairs 
regardless of the time of year. 
    I had a lot of suggestions given to me for different programs and I will talk to those that 
are involved about them. 
    One of the things suggested to make it work better was that maybe we divide up the 
Spouse programs into more than one or two people.  I have already had volunteers offer to 
help put the spouse program on.  This will be one of the things that we will talk about at 
our Spring Zone Meeting.  I hope that all of the fairs in Zone 1 will be able to attend the 
Spring Zone meeting in Hillsdale, Michigan on Tuesday, April 27.  This will be the first 
time Hillsdale has hosted the Zone meeting since I have been involved and attending Zone 
meetings.  So let’s give them our support. 
    Last year was a depressing year for all of us because of the State cuts.  I hope that you 
have come up with ideas for working within your budget.  There are many good people out 
there that may be able to help if approached so don’t be afraid to ask.  Remember that 
Fairs have been around a long time and almost everyone has attended one at some time in 
their life. 
    As a Zone Director and Fair Manager I will still keep working on trying to get the best 
for all Fairs regardless of size.  
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Members attending the 125th annual banquet at convention received a souvenir commemorative 
wine glass as keepsake. Glasses were etched by our new associate member The Trophy House of 
Sturgis.  
After the invocation, a wine toast was made with Michigan wines provided by Wolcott Winery of 
Mt Morris and bottled by Fenn Valley Vineyards of Fennville Michigan.  
     Thank’s go to Bob Hallifax for the helping make the 125th MAFE banquet & convention that 

Wolcott Winery 
3284 Coldwater Rd 
Mt Morris Mi 48458 
810.789.9561 

The Trophy House 
209 W Chicago Rd 
Sturgis MI 49091 
269.651.2204 
 



 

7 

���	�9��	�! �

    Wednesday May 5th was MAFE's annual legislative day for 2010.  The purpose of this day is to meet 
with as many of our state representatives and senators as possible and to make them aware of what the 
importance of the fair & festival industry means to Michigan. 
    In past years MAFE would coordinate with  associate members and set up food concessions and/or 
carnival games on a street adjacent to the capital.  Our state reps. & MDA personnel  were invited to come 
and enjoy the carnival atmosphere and interact with fair reps.  This gave us some valuable contact with 
these officials.   
    This year, it was decided by your MAFE Board that we might make better use of our contact time, by 
scheduling short (15 minute) contact sessions with these reps. at their offices.  Fraser Consulting & E.J. 
Brown set up a list of reps. who were willing to meet with us and the time for these meetings.  Forty three 
elected officials agreed to these meetings.  Your MAFE reps. divided up into three groups and spent from 
9 am until 2:45 pm attending these meetings.  Also, my group was led by EJ, which led to several short 
hall encounter meetings with yet other reps. 
    I feel that this years format was a much superior way in getting our message out to these elected offi-
cials.  Our fairs are well thought of by these officials with many of them conveying personnel fair experi-
ences. 
      
    Have a blessed day. 
Mike Zimmerman 
MAFE Zone 6 Director 

     I'll attempt to report some of the highlights of the 2010 MAFE Convention. 
Thirty three round tables and sixteen workshops were offered to the convention attendees. They were quite 
varied and many were offered for the first time. Two of these round tables were led by Zone 6 mem-
bers.  Carol Saari from Houghton County moderated one titled “Livestock Resale Practices at Your Auc-
tion” and Gordon Leese & Barb Hillock from Chippewa County moderated one titled “Processing for Live-
stock Auctions”.  They were both well attended and received.  
    One concern mentioned about the scheduling of these workshops is that the start times sometimes over-
lap with the round tables.  This happens because of the large number of these sessions that are being of-
fered, which produces overlaps. 
    The Zone 6 Meeting at convention was attended my 41 attendees which represented  six UP Fairs & 
Fabes Family Concessions.  Justin Faber donated the coffee & goodies at the 2009 Zone 6 Fall Meet-
ing.  He stated that he will cover these costs again this year.  He is running for the state legislature for the 
83rd district which is located in the Michigan's thumb area. 
    Vickie Micheau reported on the continuing progress of the UP State Fair.  The entertainment is in place, 
which includes country western, rock & the return of stock-car racing. Skerbeck Brothers Carnival will 
have some brand new rides at this years Fair. Others from the UP State Fair at the Zone 6 Meeting were 
Chuck Bergdahl from Marquette County, George Brunswick from Iron County and John Degenaer from 
Dickinson County  
    There were 19 riders on this year's bus. There  would have been more but illness deleted four riders and 
some miscommunication probably prevented some others from riding.  Carol Saari does a fantastic job 
coordinating the bus. She encourages anyone with questions or ideas about next years bus to contact her at 
the Houghton County Fair at  houghtoncountyfair@hotmail.com  . 
     The entertainment at this years convention seemed to be well received.  On Friday, Baxter Black the 
"Cowboy Poet / Comedian" received a standing ovation.  He even mentioned the UP in one of his ram-
blings.  The fireworks  on Saturday evening were the best many of us ever witnessed.  One convention goer 
from Marquette County stated, "Wow fireworks without mosquitoes, sand flies and I didn't even have to 
wear a coat." I believe that was a favorable comment. 
    Well, I hope that more of you will be able to attend the 126th MAFE Convention Jan. 13-15, 2011. 
    May you all experience great weather at your 2010 Fair. 
Fall Zone 6 MAFE Meeting in Marquette on Oct. 9, 2010. 
Sara & I hope to be able to attend some of your Fairs this year. 
 
Mike Zimmerman\ 
MAFE Zone 6 Director & Chippewa Co. Fair Board Member 
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    It seems as though that there will 
NOT be a 2010 Michigan State Fair. 
Many ideas, suggestions and proposals 
are floating around; but nothing solid 
yet. 
    At this point the fairgrounds at 8 Mile 
& Woodward is shuttered & closed and 
the State seems to not be open to allow 
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District 1 - Michael Erdman 
Counties: Marquette, Dickinson, Menomi-
nee, Iron, Baraga, Keweenaw, Houghton, 
Ontonagon, and Gogebic  
District 2 - Jim Lucas 
Counties: Chippewa, Luce, Mackinac, 
Schoolcraft, Delta, and Alger  
District 3 -  Patrick Cudney 
Counties: Cheboygan, Emmet, Charlevoix, 
Antrim, Leelanau, Benzie, Grand Traverse, 
Kalkaska, and Manistee  
District 4 - to be announced 
Counties: Presque Isle, Otsego, Crawford, 
Montmorency, Alpena, Oscoda, Alcona, 
Roscommon, Ogemaw, Iosco, Arenac 
District 5 - Kathryn Cummings 
Counties: Mason, Lake, Oceana, Newaygo, 
and Muskegon  
District 6: Shari Spoelman 
Counties: Clare, Gladwin, Isabella, Me-
costa, Missaukee, Osceola, and Wexford 
District 7 - Betty Blase  
Counties: Kent, Ottawa, and Allegan  
District 8 - Don Lehman 
Counties: Montcalm, Gratiot, Ionia, Clin-
ton, Barry, Eaton, and Ingham  
District 9 - Deanna Esat 
Counties: Bay, Midland, Saginaw, Shia-
wassee, and Genesee  
District 10 - Joe Bixler 
Counties: Huron, Tuscola, Sanillac, Lapeer, 
and St. Clair  
District 11 - Marie Ruemenapp 
Counties: Macomb, Oakland and Wayne  
District 12 - Matt Shane 
Counties: Livingston, Jackson, Washtenaw, 
Monroe, Lenawee, and Hillsdale  
District 13 - Brad Neumann 
Counties: Van Buren, Berrien, Cass, Kala-
mazoo, St. Joseph, Calhoun, and Branch  
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    Julie A. Chapin, Ph.D. has been named as director of its new Institute for Preparing Michigan’s Children 
and Youth for the Future. 
    “Preparing Michigan’s children and youth for the future is a critical priority as we look at the issues facing 
Michigan today and in the years to come,” Chapin said. “I believe that MSU Extension and the Institute for 
Children and Youth can be a significant part of the solution by partnering with schools, human service agen-
cies, communities and families. Together, we can create opportunities that will help our young people grow 
up safe, healthy and prepared to be engaged citizens of Michigan for many years to come.” 
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Michigan Association of Fairs & Exhibitions 

M.A.F.E. 
PO Box 127                                           

Munger MI 48747-0127 
 

address service requested  
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MAFE 
PO Box 127 

Munger MI 48747-0127 
Phone: 989.450.5942 

Fax: 989.659.2911 
Email: mifairs@yahoo.com 

 
www.michiganfairs.com 

 
 
 

Email sign-up  
 

      If  you would like to 
sign-up for email updates 
and digital newsletters, 

please send an email to: 
mifairs@yahoo.com 

with the word subscribe in 
the subject line. 

    As we make the change 
from winter to spring and 
into summer - we ask our-
selves “Where has all the 
time went?” Fair week will 
be here before we know it. 
    The MAFE office, it 
seems, just finished the 2010 
convention and we are al-
ready working revising the 
forms for the 2011 conven-
tion, January 13-15. 
   We have already had a 
couple of calls from folks to 
get into Showcase. 
    Some of the time this 
winter was taken up with 
MAFE hosting the IAFE 
Zone 3 Spring meeting.    
    Folks from  Kentucky, 
Ohio, Indiana, Michigan and 
Ontario participated. Speak-
ers came in from New Jersey 
and Missouri. Many com-
mon challenges were dis-

cussed. 
    The many issues that our 
industry faces never seem to let 
up. 
    Along with being a Guberna-
torial election year and many 
Senators & Representatives 
being term limited will present a 
great opportunity for you folks 
to discuss our challenges with 
the candidates running for office 
as they campaign this summer at 
many of our county fairs and 
special events. 
    It never ceases to amaze me as 
I travel to your Zone meetings or 
even at convention, to hear so 
much optimism and positive 
comments about your events 
back home; regardless what 
happened the previous year.    
    Rain or shine, tomorrow 
brings another day of opportu-
nity for youth development, and 
to help educate & promote to the 

public the importance that not 
only county fairs & special, 
events have to our local commu-
nities; but also the importance of 
agriculture to the economy of 
Michigan. 
    We are the originators of Ag-
tourism, let us keep that in mind 
as we invite our neighbors to our 
events this summer, not only for 
some wholesome family fun, but 
also the educational aspect of 
where our food comes from and 
the role agriculture plays in our 
everyday lives. 
    Thank you for the opportunity 
to serve and represent you as 
your Executive Director. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
EJ Brown 
989..450.5942  
ejbrown2@tds.net 
     


