
E .
f l l * * " ' ' '
I I I *  .

a '

/  : a  a a '

Frrytm6 k'r{r

Kids can keep working on family farms under the
now -- U.S. Depaltment of labor says
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proposed rules on child labor in
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U2112 Kids can keep working on family farms under the old rules - for now - U.S. ...

The decis ion to  re-propose came in  response to requests f rom the publ ic  and members of  Congress that  the

agency a l low more input ,  agency of f ic ia ls  sa id.

The Depar tment  of  Labor  wi l l  ask for  ideas about  how the depar tment  can best  protect  ch i ldren whi le  s t i l l

respect ing rura l t rad i t ions,  they sa id in  a te lephone press conference Wednesday.

" I  th inkthat  i t 's  a  great  f i rs t  s tep,"  sa id Ryan Findlay,  nat ional leg is la t ive counsel  for  Mich igan Farm Bureau,

o f  Wednesday ' s  announcemen t ,

But  concerns remain,  he sa id:  What  wi l l the f ina lword ing be on the parenta l  exempt ion? How many other

changes may make i t  in to  the f ina lorder ,  s la ted foradopt ion in  August  accord ing to  the Depaf tment  of

Labor 's  websi te?

Under the proposed changes,  for  instance,  teens younger than 15 work ing for  h i re  on farms would no

longer  be a l lowed to r ide on hay wagons more than 6 feet  o f f  the ground,  to  mi lk  cows,  feed cat t le  or  use

powerwashers,  dr ive a lawn t ractorormove i r r igat ion equipment ,  accord ing to  a handout  prepared by

Michigan Farm Bureau.

"There are s t i l l  a  lo t  o f  quest ion marks,"  F ind lay sa id Wednesday.

" I  th ink i t 's  safe to  say that  every s ing le job is  a t  r isk , "  he sa id,  For  instance,  in  severa l  rura l  communi t ies in

Southwest  Mich igan,  he sa id,  corn detass l ing is  majoremployer ,  a  major  r ight  o f  passage,  and a t rad i t ional

s tep teens take to  develop a work eth ic .  " I t 's  not  c lear that  would be able to  cont inue,"  g iven the t ractor-

dr iven wagons and communicat ions devices that  are now par t  o f  that  job.

Wednesday 's  announcement ,  F ind lay sa id,  "does absolute ly  noth ing to  c lar i fy  the rest  o f  the issues.

"The farmers were deal t .a  l i t t le  more confus ion today-  but  a  g l immerof  hope,"  he sa id,
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